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VETLAND 


MR. CASTORINA: I am here with 
Firefighter Richard VETLAND. I am at Engine 
278. The time now is 1310 hours. Conducting 
the interview with me is? 

MR. MC COURT: Tom McCourt. 

MR. CASTORINA: And your name, sir? 

A. Richard VETLAND, Engine 278. 
Q. What is your rank? 


A. Firefighter first grade. 


Q. What was your assignment on September 11, 
2001? 

A. I was the chauffeur. 

Qe OF? 

A. The night tour and the day tour. 


Q. Of 278? 

A Engine 278. 

Q. Can you recall what happened that day, in 
detail? 

A. Yes. I actually watched it on TV. The 
Chief went first. 

Q. Which Chief was that? 

A. Ed Henry. Actually, Roger Jackson was 


driving him, but John Picarello came in early and 


VETLAND 
took the run in. They went before nine. Then the 


rest of the us in the Engine we just had a feeling 
we were going. We watched it on TV and then watched 
the second plane hit and knew we were going. We I 
fueled the rig up, then we went. 

We went down Fourth Avenue, to Third 
Avenue, over the bridge, then they stopped us at the 
tunnel and there was a staging area at the tunnel. 
Then when the first building came down we had a 
clear looking right at us. 

Q. You were at the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel? 

A. We were at the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel. 

Q. You didn't get into Manhattan through the 
tunnel? 

A. They stopped us there because 228 had said 
they thought a bomb went off in the tunnel actually. 

Q. And they were in the tunnel? 

A. They were in the tunnel. That was during 
the first collapse, because we seen it. They 
stopped us before that just to slow everybody down, 
I think. And then once that came down, that's when 
228 said they thought there was a bomb. It was just 
smoke. But we were stopped before that. 


Then we went to -- 


VETLAND 
Q. What route did you take to get into 


Manhattan? You went over the bridge? 

A. Then we went over to the Brooklyn bridge. 
We took the Brooklyn Bridge. We were the first ones 
over the Brooklyn Bridge from that staging area at 
the tunnel. Then we went over and parked on West 
Street, on the wrong side of West Street, facing 
towards everything. Facing south on the east side, 
facing the wrong way. 

Q. Just put an X on the map where you were 
parked on that day, Engine 278. 

A. We were parked right here (indicating). 

Q. Had the second building collapsed yet at 
this point? 

A. I don't know when it collapsed. There was 
a lot of dust, a lot of dust. I don't know where we 
were. 

Q. Do you remember, were you directed 
anywhere or -- 

A. From there they just put us in a staging 
area. 


Q. Do you know who put you in the staging 


A. No, that I don't know. We were there 


VETLAND 
maybe -- we were there maybe about 15, 20 minutes 


and Father John came up and I talked to Father John. 
I talked to another guy. I know John Leanza from 
122 truck. He was -- I know him from when we were 
kids and all he told me was "I hugged the columns 
like they told us in PS 30 and he was hugging the 
columns there and he said they lost I think two or 
three guys that he were standing with. He ran over 
and hugged the column and he came out -- he came 
walking out, Father John came walking out and just 
everybody started to come out. It was maybe 15, 20 
minutes when people started walking, walking towards 
us. 

So eventually -- actually we parked in and we 
started to go in and then they grabbed us and pulled 
us back. We left our rig a lot closer than where 
they made us go. So I pulled in and I drove right 
in up over here somewhere close and then they walked 
us back to the staging area. We basically unloaded 
food and oranges and stuff all day and then we went 
to Millennium later on. That was later on in the 
day. 

Q. Anything else you want to add? 


A. I can't think of anything. 
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Q. Okay. Fine. 


MR. CASTORINA: That concludes this 


interview. The time is 1315 hours. 


